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FINANCIAL
PLANNING GUIDE

UF is committed to providing a world-class education that is 
affordable to students of all backgrounds.
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FINANCIAL AID
What is Financial Aid?

Financial aid is defined as 

money provided to students 

and their families as either 

“gift aid” or “self-help” to 

assist in paying college 

costs. “Gift aid,” as the name 

implies, is free money, such 

as scholarships and grants 

that students do not have to 

repay. “Self-help” programs 

include loans and employment 

and are so named because 

students must repay loans 

and work for money offered 

through employment 

programs. Financial aid 

to students consists of 

scholarships, grants, loans 

and employment — alone or 

in combination.

Exceptional Quality at an Affordable Cost 

The University of Florida welcomes accomplished students from 

across the socioeconomic spectrum to build a campus community 

that is diverse in every way.  Almost 90 percent of our students 

receive some form of financial aid. The Free Applicaton for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA) is your first step in the financial aid process. 

Completing the FAFSA allows you to be automatically considered for 

federal, state and university need-based financial aid programs. The 

FAFSA opens on October 1 and, to receive the best financial aid offer, 

you should complete it as early as possible. You must be accepted for 

enrollment at UF to receive the university’s financial aid offer. 

HOW IS NEED DETERMINED?

The financial information you and your family provide on your FAFSA 

is used to determine your Expected Family Contribution (EFC) — how 

much you and your family are expected to contribute toward your 

educational expenses. Once your EFC has been determined, SFA will 

calculate your financial need. 
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HOW
TO

APPLY FOR
FINANCIAL AID
Complete the 2022-23 free application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) on or after October 1, 2021. 

Apply each year — financial aid is not renewed automatically.

Create an FSA ID at studentaid.gov/fsa-id. Follow the 

instructions on the site. An FSA ID gives you access to Federal 

Student Aid’s online systems and can serve as your legal 

signature.

Go to FAFSA on the web at studentaid.gov or to the My 

Student Aid app. Tips throughout the application help you 

understand the questions. Most people finish filling out the 

FAFSA in less than 30 minutes.

List “University of Florida” and the UF Federal 
School Code (001535) as a school choice in the “School 

Selection” section.

Sign your FAFSA electronically using your FSA ID. Parents 

of dependent students can also sign electronically but must 

request their own FSA ID.

Use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool when possible to 

automatically import your tax information into your FAFSA. 

The 2022-23 FAFSA will use 2020 income and tax information 

for students and parents.

After successfully submitting your application, print 

and keep the confirmation page. This page contains your 

confirmation number and other important information.

QUESTIONS? 

Get free assistance and 

answers at studentaid.gov 

or 1-800-433-3243.

http://studentaid.gov
http://studentaid.gov/fsa-id
http://studentaid.gov
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YOUR
FINANCIAL AID

OFFER
When UF receives your application information from the federal
processor and you have been admitted to UF, the Office of Student 

Financial Aid and Scholarships (SFA) will offer you an aid package based on your 

eligibility from information obtained through the FAFSA. 

Students who complete a FAFSA and list UF as a “college of choice” are considered 

for all aid programs administered by SFA. One or more of the four types of aid 

(grants, scholarships, part-time employment, loans) are usually offered to eligible 

students to make up their financial aid offer.

In March 2022, admitted freshmen to UF who have filed the 

2022-23 FAFSA will receive an official financial aid offer online 

at one.uf.edu. The notification of this financial aid offer states 

the terms and conditions of aid programs offered to you. Read it 

carefully and follow any instructions that pertain to you.

http://one.uf.edu
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HOW TO MAKE
YOUR FINANCES

WORK
Choose an Affordable College or University
Affording college can be significantly easier if you 

choose a school that’s reasonably priced. UF continues 

to be recognized for its powerhouse education at an 

affordable cost.

N A M E D  #2
Best Value in Public
Education by 
Kiplinger in 2019

Florida Prepaid 
College Savings Plan
The State of Florida automatically 

notifies UF of all students 

participating in the Florida 

Prepaid College Plan. For 

participating Prepaid students, 

the University Bursar bills 

the Florida Prepaid Program 

for tuition amounts covered 

according to their plan(s) and 

automatically credits their tuition 

accounts. myfloridaprepaid.com

2021-22 ANNUAL UNDERGRADUATE COST ESTIMATES*

COSTS IN-STATE OUT-OF-STATE UF ONLINE/PaCE

Tuition & Fees $6,380 $28,658
In-state: $3,876

Out-of-state: $16,580

Housing $5,800 $5,800 $5,800

Food $4,600 $4,600 $4,600

Miscellaneous** $4,650 $4,650 $3,660

ESTIMATED TOTAL $ 2 1 , 4 3 0 $ 4 3 , 7 0 8
In-state: $ 1 7 , 9 3 6

Out-of-state: $ 3 0 , 6 4 0

These costs reflect estimated 2021-22 undergraduate expenses. Your costs may vary. 
The 2022-23 estimated costs of attendance will be posted at sfa.ufl.edu/cost when available.
The miscellaneous expense estimate includes books, computer and cell phone, transportation, 
clothing and other personal costs. 

*

**

Direct Cost: Paid directly to UF

Indirect Cost: Paid by student to others

Can be Direct or Indirect Cost

http://myfloridaprepaid.com
http://www.sfa.ufl.edu/cost


SEARCH
SCHOLARSHIPS
You don’t have to wait until you’re a 
senior in high school to start your scholarship 

search. In fact, it could pay to start earlier so that you are 

aware of some of the requirements for scholarships that 

you could meet while still in high school. Scholarships 

do not need to be paid back and are available from many 

sources ranging from the university and its departments 

to private industry or organizations.

Many scholarships are offered by private companies and 

organizations, including high school guidance offices, 

local chambers of commerce, libraries, businesses, 

employers, financial institutions, local community groups 

or clubs, educational organizations, church groups, 

alumni associations, civic organizations and foundations.

UF’s Scholarship Search Engine

SFA.UFL.EDU/SEARCH 
A searchable database of both 

college-awarded and private scholarships.
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http://www.sfa.ufl.edu/search
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A HEAD START

HERE’S A 
START TO YOUR 
SCHOLARSHIP 
SEARCH

Freshman Scholarships

Scholarships Offered by 

the Florida Department 

of Education

Florida Bright 
Futures Scholarships
floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org

The Florida Bright Futures 

Scholarship Program, funded 

by the State of Florida, provides 

scholarships based on high school 

academic achievement. The 

program has different award levels, 

each with its own eligibility criteria 

and award amounts. Awards are 

per credit hour.

National Merit Finalists/
Benacquisto Scholarship
UF offers a $500 annual National 

Merit Scholarship to finalists 

who indicate UF as their first-

choice institution by the National 

Merit deadline. UF’s National 

Merit Scholarship qualifies as a 

college-sponsored scholarship, 

meeting one of the Benacquisto 

Scholarship requirements. The 

Benacquisto Scholarship is offered 

to in-state residents by the 

Florida Department of Education 

and covers the institution’s 

standard cost of attendance 

less the amount of the Bright 

Futures Scholarship and National 

Merit Scholarship awards. The 

Benacquisto Scholarship Program 

is a state-funded program that is 

appropriated by the legislature 

each year. Requirements for 

this scholarship are available at 

floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org.

Scholarships 

Awarded by UF 

Machen Florida 
Opportunity Scholarship
sfa.ufl.edu/mfos

The Machen Florida Opportunity 

Scholars program provides 

financial resources and individual 

support with the primary goal of 

graduating first generation, low-

income undergraduate students. 

By addressing systemic barriers 

and challenges, this distinguished 

scholarship provides funding up 

to the full cost of attendance for 

four (4) years of undergraduate 

study. In addition, MFOS 

scholars will receive mentorship 

and comprehensive support 

programming to provide students 

with a positive and successful 

student experience at the 

University of Florida. To be eligible, 

students must first be admitted to 

the University of Florida as a first-

year student, be a Florida resident 

for tuition purposes and graduate 

from a Florida high school. Upon 

completing the Free Application 

for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), 

students are invited to complete 

the MFOS Supplemental Form 

if they meet the initial eligibility 

criteria. Specifically, the program 

supports students whose annual 

family income is less than $40,000 

and assets are less than $25,000.

†In-state and out-of-state

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org
http://www.sfa.ufl.edu/mfos
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A HEAD START TO YOUR SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH

Scholarships 

Awarded by the UF 

Admissions Office

The Admissions Office awards a 

limited number of scholarships in 

the spring for admitted students 

who apply by the priority deadline 

and receive their decision on 

UF’s February Decision Day. No 

separate application is needed, 

and no additional materials 

or updated information can 

be submitted for review. The 

review process incorporates the 

same holistic approach used in 

admissions decisions. Scholarships 

are awarded based on grades, test 

scores, as well as extracurricular 

involvement, leadership, 

community service, and essay 

response. These scholarships are 

selective; in 2021, approximately 

10 percent of admitted freshmen 

received a scholarship offer.

Admissions Honors 
Scholarship
For students offered the 

opportunity to join the University 

Research Scholars Program, a 

$2,000 residential tuition waiver 

will be awarded ($500 waived each 

fall and spring term). No separate 

application is needed, and no 

additional materials or updated 

information can be submitted for 

review. This tuition waiver applies 

to both Florida and Non-Florida 

residents alike.

Presidential Scholarships 
The Office of Admissions currently 

offers a limited number of merit-

based Presidential scholarships 

designed for in-state, high-

achieving students:

Presidential Scholarship

$5,000 per year

Fall/Spring, over 4 years

Total $20,000

Presidential Gold Scholarship

$8,000 per year

Fall/Spring, over 4 years

Total $32,000

Presidential Platinum

Scholarship

$10,000 per year

Fall/Spring, over 4 years

Total $40,000

Students who self-reported 

qualifying for Florida residency 

for tuition purposes will be 

considered. A final residency 

determination is not needed to 

be awarded a scholarship. UF’s 

Presidential scholarships can 

be stacked with Bright Futures 

and the Benacquisto Scholarship 

offered by the Florida Department 

of Education.

Lombardi and Stamps 
Scholarship
The Honors Program offers the 

John V. Lombardi Scholarship and 

the Stamps Family Scholarship for 

incoming students who rank at the 

top of their class and demonstrate 

service to the community, 

extracurricular involvement, 

leadership and high moral 

character. The application cycle for 

these awards begins in the fall of 

each year; students should apply 

during their senior year in high 

school. Each Florida high school 

can nominate up to two students 

for these awards. Application 

information and annual timelines 

are online: honors.ufl.edu/

admissions/lombardi--stamps-

scholar-programs/.

Out-of-State Tuition Waiver†

The Office of Admissions offers 

a limited number of merit-based 

tuition waivers designed to 

reduce the out-of-state tuition for 

selected non-Florida residential 

students:

Alumni Scholarship

up to $8,000 per year

Fall/Spring, over 4 years

Total up to $32,000

Sunshine Scholarship

up to $16,000 per year

Fall/Spring, over 4 years

Total up to $64,000

Gator Nation Scholarship

up to $20,000 per year

Fall/Spring, over 4 years

Total up to $80,000

If a student’s residency is updated 

to in-state for tuition purposes 

after being awarded a merit-based 

tuition waiver, the student will no 

longer be eligible and the award 

will be cancelled.

†In-state and out-of-state

http://www.honors.ufl.edu/admissions/lombardi--stamps-scholar-programs/
http://www.honors.ufl.edu/admissions/lombardi--stamps-scholar-programs/
http://www.honors.ufl.edu/admissions/lombardi--stamps-scholar-programs/
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A HEAD START TO YOUR SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED BY THE UF 
ADMISSIONS OFFICE CONTINUED > 

United World Scholarships
United World Scholarships, 

awarded for up to eight semesters, 

attract academically talented 

world citizens from the United 

World College environment to the 

University of Florida’s freshman 

population. To qualify, a student 

must have graduated from one 

of the United World Colleges. 

Additional information is available 

from United World Colleges online 

at uwc.org and the International 

Admissions Office.

Third-party Scholarships

Third-party websites:
These sites are not affiliated with 

the University of Florida.

fastweb.com

collegescholarships.org

bigfuture.collegeboard.org

petersons.com

unigo.com/scholarships

Southern Scholarship
The Southern Scholarship 

Foundation supplies housing for 

academically gifted students who 

need financial assistance to attend 

college. Applicants must be Florida 

residents who are willing to work 

for their college education and 

share the responsibilities of living 

cooperatively in a house with 

other students. The university 

has two scholarship houses for 

men and four houses for women. 

Students should contact the 

Southern Scholarship Foundation 

at (352) 377-1282 or TTurner@ 

southernscholarship.org. 

southernscholarship.org

Graduate Scholarships

Multiple colleges and academic 

departments on campus offer 

scholarships to graduate students. 

Contact your advisor or the dean’s 

office in your college for more 

information.

Transfer from a Florida 
College Scholarships

Information for the two 

scholarships offered by the Office 

of Undergraduate Affairs 

is available online: 

undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/scholarships/

transfer-scholarships/.

Florida College Transfer 
Academic Scholarship
UF offers two scholarships to 

in-state Florida college transfer 

students selected to the All-Florida 

Academic First Team. Applicants 

must have a lowerdivision GPA 

of at least 3.8 and submit an 

application.

Florida College 
Transfer Scholarship
UF offers up to ten scholarships to 

students transferring to UF from 

Florida colleges. Scholarships 

are awarded based on academic 

merit and other factors, including 

financial need. Applicants 

must submit an application 

for consideration and have a 

completed FAFSA on file with the 

UF Office of Student Financial Aid 

and Scholarships. 

Military Program
Scholarships

The university offers scholarships 

in three military reserve programs; 

please contact your branch for 

more information.

Air Force ROTC 

Detachment 150

(352) 392-1355

Army ROTC Fightin’

Gator Battalion

(352) 392-1395

Navy/Marine Corps ROTC

(352) 392-0973

International Scholarships

The Office of Admissions will 

consider admitted international 

freshmen for one of our out-

of-state tuition waivers. The 

International Student Services 

division of the UF International 

Center has additional resources 

and contact information online:

internationalcenter.ufl.edu

(352) 392-5323

†In-state and out-of-state

http://uwc.org
http://fastweb.com
http://collegescholarships.org
http://bigfuture.collegeboard.org
http://petersons.com
http://unigo.com/scholarships
mailto:TTurner%40southernscholarship.org?subject=
mailto:TTurner%40southernscholarship.org?subject=
http://southernscholarship.org
http://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/scholarships/transfer-scholarships/ 
http://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/scholarships/transfer-scholarships/ 
http://internationalcenter.ufl.edu
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A HEAD START MORE AID OPTIONS

More Opportunities

Merit and Need-Based Aid
Merit-based aid offers financial 

support based on a student’s 

academic achievements. Need-

based aid provides funds for 

students based on their level of 

financial need as determined by 

the FAFSA (Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid). Students 

may receive both types of aid to 

fund their postsecondary studies.

Work-Study Employment
Work-study positions enable 

students to gain valuable work 

experience, build their résumés, 

make connections across campus, 

and have a more enriching 

college experience. Federal Work 

Study provides part-time jobs 

for undergraduate and graduate 

students with financial need, 

allowing them to earn money to 

help pay educational expenses. 

Students must complete a FAFSA 

in order to be considered for 

Federal Work Study. Students 

who receive this form of financial 

aid must look for a work-study 

position at jobs.ufl.edu. 

Part-Time Campus Jobs
Almost every department at 

UF employs students part time, 

offering students work related to 

their skills, academic or career 

fields, experiences or interests. 

Many offices on campus post both 

Federal Work-Study and OPS jobs 

through jobs.ufl.edu.

A Federal Work-Study 
position allows you to 

work in an environment with 

people that understand the 

challenges that come with 

balancing your studies and 

having a job, which makes 

them more compassionate 

toward the difficulties that 

you may face. You also get 

the opportunity to create a 

bond with colleagues and 

supervisors that care about 

your well-being and want you 

to succeed. 

—Lise-Carla Honore

http://jobs.ufl.edu
http://jobs.ufl.edu
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A HEAD START GRANTS

GRANTS
Grants are gift aid 
(no repayment) awarded to 

students who show financial 

need. All you need to do to 

be considered for grants is to 

complete the FAFSA.  

sfa.ufl.edu/types-of-aid/grants

Federal Pell Grant
The Federal Pell Grant is awarded 

to undergraduate students with 

exceptional financial need. Grants 

can range from $650 to $6,495 for 

the 2021–22 award year.

The Federal 
Supplemental Educational 
Opportunity Grant 
The Federal Supplemental 

Educational Opportunity 

Grant (FSEOG) is awarded to 

undergraduate students with 

exceptional financial need. Awards 

can range from $100–$2,000. 

The Florida Student 
Assistance Grant 
The Florida Student Assistance 

Grant (FSAG) Program is a need-

based grant program available to 

degree-seeking, Florida residen 

undergraduate students who 

demonstrate substantial financial 

need. FSAG awards range from 

$200 to $2,610 per academic year.

UF Undergraduate Grant
The UF Undergraduate Grant is 

targeted to students with an 

Expected Family Contribution 

(EFC) of $7,500 or less. Award 

amounts are tiered based on the 

student’s EFC.

UF Orange & Blue Grant
The UF Orange & Blue Grant is 

awarded to transfer students with 

an Expected Family Contribution 

(EFC) of $7,500 or less. The award 

is tiered at two levels depending 

on the student’s EFC and is 

limited to two years of 

undergraduate funding.

UF Welcome Grant
The UF Welcome Grant, typically 

from $500-$1,000, is a one-time 

award, provided to incoming, 

first-time-in-college students with 

an Expected Family Contribution 

(EPC) of $7,500 or less. The award 

is paid in advance of the start of 

the term to assist the student in 

covering expenses related to their 

start in college.

https://www.sfa.ufl.edu/types-of-aid/grants/
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WE ARE HERE TO 

HELP

SFA.UFL.EDU
Questions? Reach out to our Student Financial Aid and Scholarships team

STUDENT FINANCIAL AID AND SCHOLARSHIPS (SFA)

S-107 CRISER HALL, P. O. BOX 114025

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA, GAINESVILLE, FL 32611-4025

(352) 392-1275

ONESTOP.EM.UFL.EDU/CONNECT
Questions about Financial Aid? Contact the OneStop

ONESTOP SERVICE CENTER, CRISER HALL, FIRST FLOOR S107L

(352) 392-2244 • 833-UF1-STOP

The University of Florida is committed to nondiscrimination with respect to race, creed, religion, age, disability, color, sex, 
sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, political opinions or affiliations, or veteran status.

Designed by Communications, Division of Enrollment Management

https://www.sfa.ufl.edu/
http://ONESTOP.EM.UFL.EDU/CONNECT

